
green coastal infrastructure

Gujarat has more than doubled its 

mangrove cover through reforestation 

and regeneration. The benefits to 

commercial fisheries and soil accretion 

are worth US$ 1.6 million. Plantation 

costs are expected to be covered within 

15 years.
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chilika shows the way

Chilika lagoon on the Odisha coast was 

suffocating: its opening to the sea was 

blocked. Every dollar spent on its 

restoration gives back over 5 dollars. 

What a great investment! And everyone 

is happy: Irrawaddy dolphins, migratory 

birds, fishermen, farmers, tourists.shermen, farmers, touo rists
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wiser use of a lake

Water management in Loktak 

Lake in Manipur is currently 

focused on getting maximum 

hydropower, even at the cost 

of lake ecology. Economic and 

ecological costs need to be 

factored to develop multiple 

nature-based options that can 

maintain the habitat as well 

as provide sustained water for 

hydropower. This could provide 

benefits worth US$ 1.06 billion 

for Loktak.

mixed platter of the past

In the 1970s, Kanwar wetland in 

Bihar offered US$ 1.45 million from 

fisheries and US$ 307,000 from 

agriculture. Today, conversion to 

permanent agriculture has given 

farmers only US$ 211,168 more. 

But fisheries lost US$ 1.2 million. 

While complete reversal may not be 

possible, we can aim for 1980’s  

win-win scenario for benefits to 

both fishers and farmers

use o

It’s 
shocking!

strike the right balance

Smart flood control

Wular Lake in Kashmir is known 

for its flood sink role in Kashmir 

valley. , Siltation and willow 

plantation has shrunk the lake by 

nearly 50%. This loss of lake 

area has aided the flood damage 

in Kashmir valley in recent 

years. The cost of removing 

willows and dredging to 

increase the holding capacity 

of the lake can save US$ 17.5 

million of flood damage.
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WHY SAVE VULTURES?

The natural scavenging service 

of a single vulture is worth US$ 

11,583. Use of Diclofenac to treat 

livestock, has nearly wiped out 

vultures across India. If we can’t 

bring back vultures, municipalities 

will have to spend up to US$ 6.9 

million for setting up carcass 

disposal facilities.

high cost of inaction
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save now! enjoy return in futuree

fishermen’s paid holiday

Everyone deserves a holiday! A seasonal fishing ban of  

45-60 days seems like a loss, but actually helps through 

fish breeding. In five Indian maritime states, ‘fishing holiday’ 

has provided up to US$ 18 million in the local economy.
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good clams of ashtamudi

The sustainable short-neck clam 

fisheries of Ashtamudi estuary  

were the first in India to earn 

Marine Stewardship Council 

certification. A healthy clam 

population keeps the water  

clean for fisheries worth  

US$ 16.4 million. Eco-labelled 

clams attract a better price 

and are wanted in high-value 

export markets. 

spare bycatch or perish

Bycatch, including juvenile fish catch, 

are the casualties of harmful fishing 

techniques. Valued at hardly a cent 

a kilo in the current market, this 

negligence amounts to a loss of 

US$ 40 million each year for marine 

fisheries in coastal Andhra Pradesh.fisheries

do you  

like your hard 

earned catch to 

become chicken 

feed?


